
United States Patent and Tirademark Office 



t'MTEI) STA I es DEPARTMENT OF <:OMM£HC£ 
Cuifed States Pafent anil I'rademai-k Otike 

Addr«s: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



□ 



FtU^f<5 DATB 



Fnt$T NAMED tNVBNTOli 



ATTO]«n;EY D(X KBT NO- 



CON}-]3*JyWn<;)N NO. 



Vince M. GiaiTrpa 



Bracewell & Patterson, LX.P. 
Attn: Kimberly L. Brown 
P. O. Box 6 1389 
Houston, TX 77208-1389 



TOOMER.CBPHUD 



PAPERNIJMBER 



17J4 

DATE MAILED: 10/Z9/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/068,285 
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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communication. ^ . , 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wjll be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and w\\ expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply withirt the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED {36 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) IEi Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim (s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |EI Claim(s) 26 and 27 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim{s) 1.2. 5. 7. 10, 1 7.21.23 and 25 is/are rejected. 

7) [EI Claim(s) 3.4.6.8.9.11-16.18-20.22 and 24 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 36 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Draw/ing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
SpBCiffcation 

The specification lias not been cliecked to tlie extent necessary to deternnine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witti one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
cJaiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2, 5. 7, 10, 17, 21 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 is rejected because water is a required component; however, in claim 2 

water is optional- 
Claim 5 is rejected because it is not clear if there is 16 to 18 carbon atoms in the 

ester moiety or 16 to 18 carbon atoms in the glyceride moiety. Clarification is required. 
Claim 7 is rejected because it is not clear how "soy oil" differs from "soybean oil". 

Clarification is required. 

Claim 10 is rejected because water and tall oil are required components; 

however, in claim 10 these components are optional. 

Claim 17 should read - A Method - and not "The method". 

Claim 21 is rejected because there is no antecedent support for the mixer. 
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Claim 25 is rejected because tlie coal is present in two different proportions. 
Also, there is no antecedent support for "the chemical change agent". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 17 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DenHerder (US 4,696,638), 

DenHerder teaches a water-in-oil fuel composition comprising a vegetable oil 
(triglyceride), 20-90% water and a surfactant. DenHerder also teaches that oil-coal 
slurries may be used in the composition (see abstract; col. 1, lines 5-13; col. 3, lines 5- 
38). DenHerder teaches the limitation of the claims other that a surfactant is a required 
component. However, it would be reasonable to expect that a surfactant would be 
present in the composition in the claimed amount because DenHerder teaches an 
emulsion which suggests the use of a surfactant, and he teaches that where desired a 
surface active agent may be employed. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 11-16, 18-20, 22 and 24 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art 
fails to teach the use of tall oil in combination with water, glyceride and a surfactant. 

Claims 26 and 27 are allowable because the prior art fails to teach or suggest a 
method of producing synthetic fuel (briquette) wherein the components comprise 
carbonaceous material, water, glycerides and surfactants or the components 
carbonaceous material, glycerides, tall oil, water and surfactants. 
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Any inquiry concerning tinis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2509. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 




-dephia D. Toomer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1714 
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